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arouses no hostility or resentment, A young Russian girl of
fourteen who was living in England for a time was genuinely
unhappy because she was not having enough work in school, nor
enough homework. I have known others refuse to go out on a
holiday because they had school work to prepare, although it
was not obligatory.
In the comparatively few years since the Revolution there has
already grown up a tradition of behaviour among Communist
children. This tradition is particularly evident among the
Pioneers, who are a strong force for discipline. One hears now
the phrase, " This is not done by Communist children." There is
arising a Communist code of behaviour in the same way as the
public school code in England has arisen. Only there is this dif-
ference between the two: the Communist code does not make for
exclusiveness, is not a class code. On the contrary, it is all-
embracing, applying to all the workers of the world. Public
opinion plays as strong a part inside the Soviet school as it does
elsewhere among adults. The teachers try to make the children
feel that each one of them is responsible for the discipline of the
whole class, and they exercise this responsibility. I have seen a
boy not interested in a lesson, who tried to make himself a
nuisance, very effectively silenced by the other children round
him, when the master's admonitions failed.
The wall-newspaper, a sheet as big as a double page of a large
newspaper, is found very helpful in maintaining discipline.
A committee elected by the children forms the editorial board.
On it go reports of class achievements and failures; descriptions
of incidents, IE prose or poetry, in the life outside the school.
At the time of the rescue of the crew of the Chelyuskin ice-
breaker, most schools had Chelyuskin editions, many had
Chelyuskin corners in the classrooms. An undisciplined child will
find himself lampooned in pen or pencil by a future Swift or Low.
In a nxirsery-infant school, on the wall-newspaper of the seven-
year group I saw what was intended to be a portrait of Misha,
had not washed behind the ears. Another method of
discipline is that of individual and collective